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Dear GDS Community,
 
It was great to see so many of you in Montreal. Hoping you all are well.

In this newsletter we are excited to share updates from the GDS community,
award announcements, recent publications and other celebrations. Minutes
from the GDS business meeting are also included, including statements of
support for those affected by the earthquake in Turkey, Syria, and Rojava as
well as for a “Community Statement on Academic Freedom” (here). 
 
We also want to highlgiht some upcoming upcoming dates:
 
June 1: As you all know, the deadline for proposals is already upon us for
ISA 2024 in San Francisco. Please send your panel, roundtable, and paper
submissions and be sure to select GDS as your preferred section. Find the
call here: https://www.isanet.org/Conferences/ISA2024/Call. 
 
June 30: The deadline for the GDS Book Award nominations is June 30.
Learn more at https://www.isanet.org/Programs/Awards/GDS-Book.
 
August 11: The deadline for submissions for the Edward Said Award is
August 11. Learn more at
https://www.isanet.org/Programs/Awards/Edward-Said-Award.
 
October 1: We want to get the word out early that the deadline for the
Teresia Teaiwa Student Paper Award, which is organised in collaboration
with FTGS, will be October 1. Learn more at
https://www.isanet.org/Programs/Awards/Teresia-Teaiwa-Student-Paper-
Award.
 
Thanks, All, and if you have any newsletter-related questions, please contact
us at GDSnewsletter.ISA@gmail.com. 

The GDS Collective

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cy1bxxutFPncjKKuZ__Lef50GencG2H-/view?usp=sharing
https://www.isanet.org/Conferences/ISA2024/Call
https://www.isanet.org/Programs/Awards/GDS-Book
https://www.isanet.org/Programs/Awards/Edward-Said-Award
https://www.isanet.org/Programs/Awards/Teresia-Teaiwa-Student-Paper-Award
mailto:GDSnewsletter.ISA@gmail.com
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Rebecca Hall

 Refracted Economies: Diamond Mining and
Social Reproduction in the North

Refracted Economies is a gendered analysis of the
diamond mining industry in the Canadian sub arctic,
and the experiences of the northern Indigenous
communities upon whose lands these mines were
established. Taking a decolonizing and feminist
approach to political economy, the book centers on
Indigenous women’s social reproduction labor and the
ways in which caring labor ties together sites of
(capitalist) work, home, and care. The fieldwork was
conducted through community-based research in
partnership with The Native Women’s Association of
the Northwest Territories and draws upon
documentary analysis, interviews, and talking circles.
It not only problematizes the ethics of extraction and
its exceptions, excavating care present in extractive
spaces and in engaging a critical political economic
analysis with Indigenous experiences /ontologies.
Reproducing the narratives of our times and
complicating the meanings of Canadian identity, this
book exhibits the insight of intersectional approaches
where one with gender and development allows for a
more situated and personal understanding of the
power relations, impacts, and the other sides of
developmentalism within a country’s own borders.

The deadline for nominations is
June 30, 2023. 

To learn more, visit
https://www.gdsisa.org/gds-

book-award.

2023 GDS Book Award Winner

https://www.gdsisa.org/gds-book-award
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GDS Edward Said Award (call for submissions)
 

The GDS Edward Said Award Committee is pleased to announce the call for submissions for the 2023 award.
Graduate students who presented a paper at the 2023 ISA Convention and are members of GDS are invited to
submit their papers to the following email address by August 11, 2023: gdsaward@gmail.com. Third World

Quarterly commemorates the legacy of Edward Said by granting a US$500 prize for this award. For complete
eligibility and submission guidelines please see https://www.isanet.org/Programs/Awards/Edward-Said-

Award 
or contact the committee chair, Casey McNeill (cmcneill5@fordham.edu).

GDS Book Award - Honorable Mentions

Jayita Sarkar, Ploughshares and Swords: India’s Nuclear Program in the Global Cold War, (Cornell
University Press, 2022). Ploughshares and Swords: adopts a novel approach to studying global development
by centring technopolitics and territoriality at the heart of nuclear infrastructures in the largest democracy in
the world. Spanning across four decades of archive-based transnational history while making conceptual
contributions to international studies of development, Ploughshares and Swords, sheds new light on India’s
nuclear program, the making of the postcolonial nation-state, the remaking of borders and borderlands, and
the contentious character of global development itself. the book shows why and how India’s leaders and middle
classes tolerated the risks and costs of the program in the name of the nation. In doing so, it presents a
complex and even a darker side of the development project of which the nuclear and space programs formed a
cornerstone. The book carefully crafts a rich take on the relationship between nuclear power and development,
with rich, clear, and original arguments, through extensive research, that gives a different take on hegemonic
historical narratives and a sense of other kinds of knowledges and politics at play. 

Mohamed Sesay, Domination Through Law: Internationalization of Legal Norms in Postcolonial Africa
(Littlefield, 2021). Domination through Law develops a postcolonial critique of international rule of law to
argue that legal norms and institutions transferred from the global center often perpetuate forms of
domination by reinforcing structural, social, and cost-related barriers to justice in postconflict African states.
Aimed at problematizing the benign characterizations of contemporary rule of law promotion, the book
questions international efforts that disproportionately favor those who have been historically privileged by
unequal socio-legal and economic structures at the expense of those who lack the resources to use the formal
legal system. It also contends that externally supported rule of law development that stresses standardization,
formalization, and centralization of legal structures in postcolonial Africa has only succeeded in entrenching a
state-based system that is highly elitist, centralized, and designed for the application of English law. This book
is a profound intervention tackling the colonial foundations of global governance and legal processes through
which such governance is sustained, exposing how sovereignty is framed and contained.

mailto:gdsaward@gmail.com
https://www.isanet.org/Programs/Awards/Edward-Said-Award
mailto:cmcneill5@fordham.edu
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Eric Helleiner, The Contested Economy: The
Deep Roots of International Political Economy

(Cambridge University Press, 2023). 
 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/contes
ted-world-

economy/4F08F54F058F844D4A5AC7876B
D5CCDB

Thermise Khan, Kanakulya Dickson
and Maïka Sondarjee (eds.), White

Saviorism in International
Development: Theories, Practices and

Lived Experiences (Daraja Press,
2023).

 
https://darajapress.com/publication/th

e-white-savior-complex-in-
international-development-theory-

practice-and-lived-experiences
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Dina Bishara, Michelle Jurkovich and Chantal
Berman, “Citizens’ understanding of the

social contract: Lessons from Tunisia,” World
Development, Vol. 168, August 2023.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2022.10
6163

 

Sondarjee, Maïka and Nathan Andrews,
“Decolonizing International Relations and

Development Studies: What’s in a
buzzword?”, International Journal, 1-21

(2023).
https://doi.org/10.1177/002070202311665

88
 

Amy Cortvriend, Lucy Easthope, Jenny
Edkins and Kandida Purnell (eds.), When
This Is Over: Reflections on an Unequal

Pandemic  (Policy Press, 2023).
 

https://policy.bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/w
hen-this-is-over

 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/banking-on-beijing/ED897623B19C117BAF39D219F9CF09FC#fndtn-information
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/banking-on-beijing/ED897623B19C117BAF39D219F9CF09FC#fndtn-information
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/banking-on-beijing/ED897623B19C117BAF39D219F9CF09FC#fndtn-information
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/banking-on-beijing/ED897623B19C117BAF39D219F9CF09FC#fndtn-information
https://doi.org/10.1177/09670106211017369
https://doi.org/10.1177/09670106211017369
https://doi.org/10.1177/09670106211017369
https://doi.org/10.1177/09670106211017369
https://policy.bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/when-this-is-over
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Liz Fekete, “Who is Behind the ‘War on
Woke’: An Interview with Ralph Wilson and
Isaac Kamola,” Race & Class, 63(2), 38–54.
 https://doi.org/10.1177/03063968221127

591
 

Olivia Rutazibwa, “After inclusion. Thinking
with Julian Go’s ‘Thinking against empire:
Anticolonial thought as social theory,’ The

British Journal of Sociology (2023).
 

 https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-4446.13006 
 

Sandra F. Joireman and Rosine Tchatchoua-
Djomo, “ Post-conflict Restitution of

Customary Land: Guidelines and trajectories of
change,” World Development, 168, August

2023, 106272. 
 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2023.106
272

 
 

Isaac Kamola, “From Global IR to Anti-
Imperial Worldmaking,” Millennium: Journal

of International Studies, 2023.
 

https://doi.org/10.1177/03063968221127591
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-4446.13006
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2023.106272
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Sandra F. Joireman and Fidaa Haddad, “The
Humanitarian-Development-Peace Nexus in

practice: Building Climate and Conflict
Sensitivity into Humanitarian Projects,”

Current Opinion in Environmental
Sustainability, (62), 2023.

 doi.org/10.1016/j.cosust.2023.101272
 

Ilene Grabel, 2022, “Post-American Moments
in Contemporary Global Financial

Governance,” Peter J. Katzenstein and
Jonathan Kirshner (eds.), The Downfall of the
American Order? Liberalism’s End? Ithaca:

Cornell University Press, pp. 124-43.
 https://doi.org/10.1515/9781501762994 

 
Ilene Grabel, 2023, “The War in Ukraine and
the End of the American Financial Order?,”
Review of Radical Political Economics, in

press.
 

Ilene Grabel, “Global Financial Governance
and Progressive Feminist Agendas,”

International Journal of Political Economy,
special issue: “Global Financial Markets,

Central Bank Policy, and the Struggle for Full
Employment: Celebrating Eugenia Correa’s
Achievements in Political Economy,” 51(4),

(2022) pp. 331-45. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/08911916.2022.21

39715
 

http://doi.org/10.1016/j.cosust.2023.101272
https://doi.org/10.1515/9781501762994
https://doi.org/10.1080/08911916.2022.2139715
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CALL FOR CELEBRATIONS!

Angela Pashayan is scheduled to be interviewed for the Brookings Podcast -
African Growth Initiative, by Director Aloysius Uche Ordu. The interview
will go live May 24th on the Bookings website (AGI Page), and will focus

on Angela’s work and research on the slums of Kenya, particularly the
Mukuru Slum.

 
Isaac Kamola received a grant from the Climate Social Science Network

(CSSN) at Brown University for the project "Carbon Post-Colonialism: How
the Atlas Network Manufactured the Narrative of Carbon-based

Development in Africa."
 

Peter Wagner, has been selected for a Fulbright Specialist mission at the
University of Lomé, Togo, May 8 to June 17.
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March 16, 2023, 12-1.53PM EST 
Chair: Timothy Seidel (GDS Vice-Chair chaired the meeting in place of Lisa Tilley, who
could not attend due to industrial action in the UK. 
Meeting notes: Timothy Seidel, Rohan Kalyan & Lisa Tilley
Attendance: ca. 30

1. Welcome and introduction.
GDS Vice-Chair Tim Seidel introduced the Global Development Section and welcomed
members to the Business Meeting. He passed along apologies from GDS Chair Lisa Tilley
who was unable to attend as she’s committed to industrial action in the UK. Immense
gratitude was expressed to Lisa for all the incredible work she did on behalf of GDS for this
year’s ISA conference. 

2. Section updates.
Several updates were shared with members.

Membership update: the GDS community is now made up of 701 members, which means our
membership has doubled since 2009. This is the first year we have exceeded 700 members,
and this places us among the most populated sections in the ISA. GDS sponsored over
seventy sessions at this Convention. A total of 235 items were submitted to the Section for
consideration, including 28 first panel proposals.

Governance update: GDS has three main officers. The Section Chair position has this year
been filled by Dr Lisa Tilley of SOAS, University of London. Dr Timothy Seidel of the
Eastern Mennonite University served in the Deputy Chair/Chair Elect role, and Dr Rohan
Kalyan of Virginia Commonwealth University fulfilled the role of Joint Newsletter Editor,
shared also with the incoming Chair.

After a call for nominations, Dr Bikrum Gill (Virginia Tech) was nominated by five GDS
members to step into the Newsletter Editor role for 23/24 and eventually progress into the
Chair position in 25/26. Bikrum was nominated by Nivi Manchanda, Akta Rao, Ghada Sasa,
Tim Seidel, and Rohan Kalyan. A vote of affirmation was taken with unanimous affirmation
given to Bikrum.
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Question during the meeting: 
- Were there additional nominations? There were no additional nominations (confirmed by
the outgoing Chair) 

Finance update: The finances of the section remain healthy, with total funds currently
standing at US$19,022.57. During the last fiscal year 2021-2022 the section’s
expenditures totalled US$4,940 including $4,355.13 for catering and signage for the GDS
Reception, and US$585 for awards and other related expenses.

Sponsorship: The Global Development Section is sponsored by Third World Quarterly
(TWQ). For 2023, TWQ will contribute US$3,000 towards our reception costs. The journal
has also offered $500 to be paid to the Edward Said Award (ESA) winner each year. 

Issues for this year: Firstly, visa issues for scholars outside of North America and the old
imperial core have been extremely prohibitive this time - many Global South scholars applied
for visas in September when the programme was published but did not get these in time and
were forced to withdraw. This obviously means many of our community were excluded
leaving many empty spaces on our sessions. A question was raised about who were denied
visas and where were they from regionally. Section leaders will look into this. It was noted
that Canada has become increasingly problematic on visa issues, raising the question for
some if future conferences should be held here. 

Question:
- Do we have info on who was forced to withdraw (and where they are from regionally)
because of visa issues? From Lisa: My understanding is that members from Global South
countries have been particularly affected, whether based in the South itself or based at
Global North institutions. At the Governing Council meeting this was confirmed as a major
problem affecting Global South scholars and those from other countries outside of the
‘Anglosphere.’ 
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Secondly, some panels accepted by GDS were removed by ISA due to space constraints - this is
something we’ll try more actively to avoid next year. Questions were raised about why and how
this happened… 

Question during the meeting: 
- How and why did this happen?
- What were topics of panels removed? And who was impacted?
- How did we compare to other Sections? That is, how were these decisions made by ISA and
how did they impact GDS compared to other Sections? From Lisa: Basically, ISA asks chairs to
order panels, in our case in a list of about 77 in total. The panels lower down the list are indicated
as being in danger of removal if there is no space on the programme. However, as it turned out,
panels in the ‘danger zone’ were added to the programme and others from much higher up in the
list were removed, possibly because these were sponsored solely by GDS, rather than co-
sponsored. The topics ranged from Indigenous politics to political economy and there is no sense
that panels were targeted specifically for content. Some valued members of the GDS community
were affected. I’m unaware of how GDS compared to other sections on this matter.   

3. Awards updates.
GDS organises a number of well-established and prestigious awards for a range of achievements
including books and papers. 

The Distinguished Scholar Award: The Distinguished Scholar Award is presented to a senior
scholar who has made a notable contribution to the field of Development (broadly defined). The
recipient will have substantially influenced scholarship in a timely and sustained way. For this
year, the Distinguished Scholar Committee has selected Professor AbdouMaliq Simone
(University of Sheffield, UK) as the 2023 honouree. The 2022-23 Distinguished Scholar Award
Committee was composed of: Heloise Weber (University of Queensland); Mustapha Pasha
(Aberystwyth University); and Matt Davies (Newcastle University). This year’s committee will
include Matt Davies (Newcastle University), Heloise Weber (University of Queensland), and Sam
O. Opondo (Vassar College).
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The Edward Said Award: The Edward Said Award is the Section’s best graduate paper prize. At
last year’s Convention, the 2022 Award was presented to Sabrina Axster for her paper:
“Managing a World in Motion: The Racial Capitalist and Colonial Roots of Immigration
Detention.” The 2022 Edward Said Award Committee was composed of: Casey McNeill
(Fordham University), Mary Jane Parmentier (Arizona State University), Meera Sabaratnam
(SOAS University of London), and Timothy Seidel (chair, Eastern Mennonite University). In
order to bring the Edward Said Award into line with other ISA awards, the next award will be
made in 2024 for a paper presented in 2023 at the Montreal Convention. Thanks to the generous
offer on the part of Third World Quarterly, we are now able to offer $500 in prize money to the
Edward Said Award winner. The committee for this year (2023-24) consists of: Casey McNeill
(as Committee Chair) Mary Jane Parmentier, Meera Sabaratnam, Aida Hozic, and K. Melchor
Hall.

The Teresia Teaiwa Award: This award is shared with the FTGS section and was not awarded
this year. The committee is revisiting the award guidelines with the hope of seeing more
applicants next year. Robbie Shilliam and Ajay Parasram are the GDS Members on that award
committee.

The GDS Book Award: The GDS Book Award is our annual prize for an excellent work published
in the broad field of Development. This year, we are very pleased to announce that the GDS Book
prize will be awarded to: Rebecca Hall for her wonderful work entitled Refracted Economies:
Diamond Mining and Social Reproduction in the North (University of Toronto Press, 2022).
Huge congratulations to Rebecca! The Book Award Committee for 2022-23 was composed of:
Akta Rao (chair), Vinicius Tavares de Oliveira, Lisa Tilley, Shiera El-Malik, Sakiko Fukuda-Parr
and Rafael Bittencourt. All committee members are staying on for this coming year. 

5. Committee updates. 

Social Media Team: Rohan Kalyan (chair), Akta Kaushal, and Kevin Funk have served on this
committee. Michelle Lee Brown agreed to join the team. 
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Solidarity Committee: Sharri Plonski, Mary Tuti Baker, Riva Gewarges, and Mariam Georgis
have served on this committee. Riva is rotating off. Desiree Poets and Massarah Dawood agreed
to join the committee. 

6. Solidarity. 
GDS was invited to support two statements. Both were presented, discussed, and endorsed in
turn.  

Support for those affected by the earthquake in Turkey, Syria, and Rojava: this proposal to extend
members’ solidarity to those communities affected by the earthquake across Turkey, Syria, and
Rojava was read:

We send condolences and solidarity to GDS members affected by the earthquake across Turkey,
Syria, and Rojava in February. We recognize the devastating loss members with connections to
those regions are experiencing and we will work to support colleagues affected. 

Conversation followed about the statement and ideas for material support. A suggestion was made
to include the statement along with ways members could support in the next GDS Newsletter.
After conversation, members were asked to support the statement with a raise of hands. There
was unanimous support.

Support for academic freedom and solidarity with Palestine: a “Community Statement on
Academic Freedom” was sent to all ISA Sections and Caucuses ahead of this year’s conference.
This community statement is not a public statement, but an internal ISA document meant to
gather support across Sections and Caucuses to demonstrate to the ISA Executive that there is
support for a larger conversation on boycott, divestment, and sanctions (BDS) at ISA. Tim
introduced the statement and read it in its entirety. The statement closes with an invitation to
endorse. Tim reiterated the text on the presentation slide: 
 
GDS as a Section has always centred and supported scholars working with anti-colonial and
related approaches to justice in both theory and practice. 
GDS members therefore stand in solidarity with Palestinians whose homeland has been
continuously colonised since the Nakba in 1948. 
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The framing of academic freedom is important to process this through the ISA system. The
Academic Freedom Committee is another mechanism for moving this forward. 
Since this is not a public statement, it should not be posted on social media.
The point was made that ISA does release public statements, for example on Russia and
Ukraine as well as Black Lives Matter. 
ISA recently released a report on ISA statements that we should review. 

We recognise that Palestinians face one of the world’s most severe examples of violations against
academic freedom - including freedom of speech, movement, and livelihood. 

And we oppose ongoing and escalating institutional and physical violence committed against
Palestinian academics, researchers, students, and staff. 
We, as members of GDS, therefore wholeheartedly support this ISA community statement on
academic freedom. 

After reading the statement, the floor was opened for questions, comments, and concerns.
Comments raised in the conversation included: 

After inviting any additional comments as well as concerns, members were asked to support the
statement with a raise of hands. There was unanimous support.

Find the full community statement here. 

7. Closing and invitation.
Tim closed thanking all for joining, inviting all to stick around for the Distinguished Scholar
Roundtable and to join us for the GDS Reception later that evening. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cy1bxxutFPncjKKuZ__Lef50GencG2H-/view?usp=sharing


GET CONNECTED

Get involved with the GDS
Join the caucus
Participate in our panels and workshops at ISA 
Keep up to date via our Facebook page
Send us information about you
Send us short newsletter analyses
Serve in any capacity

Future Newsletters: Please do send your announcements, however big or small,

including news of published books or articles, calls for papers, awards or proposals,

new appointments, achievements, and so on. Simply send these to:

GDSnewsletter.ISA@gmail.com

Find us on:
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Facebook Web Twitter YouTube

mailto:GDSnewsletter.ISA@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1521208358203235
https://www.isanet.org/ISA/Sections/GDS/About-GDS
https://twitter.com/GlobalDev_ISA
https://www.youtube.com/@globaldevelopmentstudiesgd229

